
Imagine if you could quickly operationalize analytics and AI on a hybrid cloud 
solution that is also optimized to run traditional enterprise workloads

Next-Generation Hybrid Cloud 
Data Analytics Solution

Executive Summary
Enterprise architects are seeking a hybrid cloud solution that can handle traditional 
enterprise SQL/NoSQL workloads but can also extend to include compute and 
memory-hungry artificial intelligence (AI) jobs. Enterprises require both portability 
and performance. Portability to migrate and scale VMs across private and public cloud 
boundaries, and performance to support compute-heavy analytics and AI workloads. 
To deliver on these customer needs, Intel and VMware collaborated to create the 
Hybrid Cloud Analytics Solution, a platform that delivers support for advanced machine 
learning, while also providing a consistent cloud operating model regardless of where 
the workloads reside.

This solution is a unique combination of the latest hardware innovations from Intel, 
VMware Cloud Foundation*, container orchestration, and AI tools optimized to run on 
2nd Generation Intel® Xeon® Scalable processors. These processors feature built‑in 
inferencing acceleration through Intel® Deep Learning Boost (Intel® DL Boost) with 
Vector Neural Network Instructions (VNNI). 

With this easy-to-deploy and comprehensive solution, enterprises can quickly 
operationalize database processing and AI to unlock the insights hidden in their 
data—and scale the solution as future needs dictate. The hybrid cloud capability 
provides flexibility in workload placement as well as business agility.
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Figure 1. Meet your data analytics and AI challenges with the Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution, which takes advantage 
of leading virtualization and manageability technologies from VMware, innovations in hardware from Intel, and optimized 
software from Intel.

http://intel.com
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Business Challenge: Extend 
Existing Workloads with AI at Scale
While many enterprises choose to run certain workloads in 
the public cloud, other workloads are often better suited to 
staying on-premises. Increasingly, enterprises want a hybrid 
cloud option for flexibility and business agility. In fact, the 
hybrid cloud market is estimated to garner USD 140 billion 
between 2017-2023.1 Finding a solution that supports both 
traditional enterprise database workloads and artificial 
intelligence (AI) and machine-learning workloads–especially 
in a hybrid cloud–poses some significant challenges:

•	 Data explosion. With the amount of data expected to 
double every 12 hours by 2025,2 businesses seek solutions 
that are both scalable and affordable. They can’t risk 
investing in infrastructure that will be inadequate in 
just a few months or years.

•	 Elasticity. The current anything-as-a-service (XaaS) 
mindset requires applications that can land and run 
anywhere—private cloud, public cloud, or both.

•	 Time to insight. Insight-driven companies grow eight 
times as fast as the global gross domestic product (GDP), 
and customer-centric businesses that focus on digital 
insight are 60 percent more profitable than those that are 
not.3 High-performance data analytics solutions can help 
organizations maintain a competitive advantage.

•	 Return on investment (ROI). Balancing performance 
and cost requires infrastructure utilization and efficient 
administration tools. The right approach to virtualization 
and automation can help drive ROI for data analytics in the 
hybrid cloud.

Solving these challenges with an end-to-end, easy-to-
deploy, and high-performance data analytics solution is 
every enterprise’s dream. And now it’s possible.

Flexible Solution Addresses the Data Life 
Cycle and Keeps up with Data Growth
An effective solution must address multiple phases of the 
data life cycle:

•	 Data ingestion and storage. Data warehousing (such as using 
Apache Hadoop*); a range of SQL and NoSQL databases; and 
extract, transform, and load capabilities are the starting point 
for enterprise data analytics and AI. With today’s increasing 
amounts of data, storage needs can scale to multiple petabytes.

•	 Traditional analytics and machine learning. A good 
solution should support a wide variety of applications.

•	 Deep learning inferencing. This is a significant area 
of growth for AI, and includes such activities as image 
processing, face recognition, video analytics, and natural 
language processing (NLP).

•	 Act. This is where actionable insights are garnered from 
visualization and dashboard tools.

These phases can be applied across a wide variety of 
industries. For example, financial services institutions use AI 
for fraud detection, and rely heavily on efficient data storage 
and analysis. In healthcare, hospitals are modernizing their 
storage and analytics capabilities to accommodate data that 
is growing at a 36 percent compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) through 2025.4 Government entities are using AI to 
process and analyze large volumes of streaming video (which 
also requires vast storage capacities).

Solution Benefits
•	 Easy deployment. Container solution deployed using 

the Deep Learning Reference Stack and VMware 
Enterprise Pivotal Container Service* (PKS*) lets you 
operationalize AI quickly and easily. 

•	 Future-ready. Compute and storage resources on 
VMware vSAN* hyperconverged infrastructure are 
ready to scale up and out as needed.

•	 Hybrid cloud-friendly. As business needs change, 
workloads can be deployed on-premises or in a public 
cloud—or a combination of both using VMware Cloud 
Foundation*.

•	 Accelerated inferencing. While supporting traditional 
enterprise analytics workloads using SQL and NoSQL 
databases, powerful compute plus integrated, optimized 
artificial intelligence building blocks also speed 
inferencing workloads and hence shorten time to insight. 

eXPonentiAl GroWtH
The hybrid cloud market 
is estimated to garner 
USD 140 billion
between 
2017-2023.1



Solution Brief | Next-Generation Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution	 3

Solution Value: Fast Analytics and Inference, 
Easy Deployment
Big data analytics using SQL still accounts for a large portion of 
enterprise workloads in the data center. IDC expects worldwide 
revenue for big data and business analytics solutions to 
reach USD 260 billion in 2022, compared to a market value of 
USD 166 billion in 2018.5 But AI inferencing is quickly becoming 
one of the top enterprise workloads. Experts predict that by 
2020, the ratio between cycles of training and inference will 
shift from the current 1:1 ratio to well over 1:5.6 In other words, 
AI inferencing is quickly becoming one of the top enterprise 
workloads. And the more quickly inferencing runs, the faster 
business can act. 

VMware and Intel have collaborated to create the Hybrid Cloud 
Data Analytics Solution, which combines Intel’s hardware 
innovation and AI software expertise with VMware’s deep 
experience with virtualization. This solution offers many 
benefits to enterprises that want to speed big data analytics 
and AI workloads:

•	 Continue to run your traditional enterprise workloads 
while quickly operationalizing analytics and AI on familiar 
infrastructure with a turn-key solution.

•	 Scale from a few nodes to hundreds with a fully integrated, 
validated, and scalable hyperconverged infrastructure (HCI).

•	 Simplify the path to AI with the Deep Learning Reference 
Stack, which bundles many Intel® architecture optimizations 
for AI frameworks and libraries.

•	 Take advantage of VMware Cloud Foundation* for hybrid 
cloud deployments using a software-defined infrastructure.

•	 Improve total cost of ownership (TCO) with high capacity, 
high density, and high utilization.

You can continue to run your traditional enterprise workloads 
and accelerate your path to AI at scale with a solution that 
uses familiar and trusted technologies from both Intel and 
VMware—including Intel® Select Solutions for VMware 
vSAN* ReadyNodes.

Solution Architecture: Future-Proof Your 
Data Center for Modern AI Workloads
The Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution (see Figure 2) 
consists of essentially three layers: hardware foundation 
from Intel, cloud/virtualization technology from VMware, and 
application building blocks optimized for Intel architecture. 
For a complete bill of materials, refer to Appendix A.

ANALYTICS/AI BUILDING BLOCKS
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Figure 2. The Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution is a complete, validated AI package—high-performance 
hardware from Intel, cloud infrastructure based on VMware Cloud Foundation*, and integrated optimized 
AI building blocks that speed inference workloads.

Read More about Intel® Optane® DC 
Persistent Memory and VMware: Intel 
Optane DC Persistent Memory “Memory 
Mode” Virtualized Performance Study

https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
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For fast data analytics and inferencing, the solution combines 
the following high-performance Intel® hardware components:

•	 Workload-optimized 2nd Generation Intel Xeon Scalable 
processors with support for Intel® Deep Learning Boost 
(Intel® DL Boost) with Vector Neural Network Instructions (VNNI)

•	 High-capacity Intel® DC 3D NAND SSDS for the vSAN 
capacity tier, which can scale to petabytes if necessary

•	 Low-latency Intel® Optane™ DC SSDs for the vSAN caching tier

•	 Reliable, fast Intel® Ethernet networking components

2nd Generation Intel® Xeon® Scalable processors with Intel DL 
Boost are a natural choice for inferencing workloads. These 
innovative processors are enhanced specifically to run 
performance-hungry AI applications, right alongside more 
traditional data center and cloud applications.

Intel DL Boost features VNNI,7 which speeds up inferencing 
because it uses only a single instruction, instead of three 
separate instructions, to process deep learning convolution 
operations. What does this mean in the real world? As shown 
in Figure 3, AI workloads powered by 2nd Generation Intel 
Xeon Scalable processors, running on the Hybrid Cloud Data 
Analytics Solution, can complete inferencing up to 14x faster 
than a previous generation Intel Xeon Scalable processor.8

VMware Cloud Foundation is VMware’s unified Software-
Defined Data Center (SDDC) platform for the private and 
public cloud. Cloud Foundation brings together VMware’s 
vSphere*, vSAN*, and NSX* into a natively integrated stack, 
delivering enterprise-ready cloud infrastructure with 
automation, self-driving operations, and management 
capabilities for a consistent experience across clouds. 
VMware Cloud Foundation can help simplify the path to 
the hybrid cloud while increasing admin productivity.

Simplified virtualization and container management is provided 
through VMware SDDC Manager* and VMware Enterprise PKS*. 

An integrated AI inferencing solution is layered on this 
foundation, which includes the Deep Learning Reference 
Stack, the Intel® Distribution for Python*, and the Intel® Math 
Kernel Library (Intel® MKL). The Deep Learning Reference Stack 
includes additional optimized building blocks such as the Intel® 
Distribution of OpenVINO™ toolkit, which can help accelerate 
the development of high-performance deep-learning inference 
algorithms, and Intel Optimized for TensorFlow*.

Machine-learning software (like H2O.ai*) that has been 
optimized for Intel architecture can be included, depending 
on business needs, and will efficiently run on this solution. 

Need More Memory?
For memory-centric workloads—including in-memory 
databases and machine-learning inferencing—you 
can add Intel® Optane™ DC persistent memory to the 
Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution.9 This disruptive 
technology is an additional level of memory to bridge 
the gap between DRAM and NAND SSD, in DIMM form 
factor. Intel Optane DC persistent memory can be 
configured at up to 3 TB per CPU socket. That means 
fewer I/O operations and less latency. Intel Optane DC 
persistent memory provides near-DRAM performance 
at up to 39 percent lower cost than a DRAM-only 
system.10 

In tests performed by Intel and VMware, Intel Optane DC 
persistent memory resulted in 33 percent more memory 
than a server with DRAM only and a 22 percent increase 
in VM density.11 For more information about how Intel 
Optane DC persistent memory can benefit in-memory 
databases and AI applications, read the “Intel Optane 
DC Persistent Memory ‘Memory Mode’ Virtualized 
Performance Study.”

Inferencing Workload Performance
Using Intel® DL Boost with VNNI
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Figure 3. Intel® Deep Learning Boost (Intel® DL Boost) with 
Vector Neural Network Instructions (VNNI)—available only 
with 2nd Generation Intel® Xeon® Scalable processors—can 
speed up inferencing workloads by up to 14x.

8

https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
https://www.vmware.com/techpapers/2019/IntelOptaneDC-PMEM-memory-mode-perf.html
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Conclusion
With the need for high-performance data analytics and 
AI on the rise in an increasingly digital world, enterprises 
seek flexible solutions that can run traditional data 
analytics and AI applications on-premises or in the public 
cloud. The Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution provides 
exactly that—a hybrid-cloud-friendly solution that can 
run workloads such as online analytics processing as well 
as machine-learning inferencing. And it doesn’t just run 
them—it excels at them. Inferencing workloads running 
on 2nd Generation Intel Xeon Scalable processors can run 
up to 14x faster than on older technologies.12 And faster 
inferencing means faster insights, which can translate to 
competitive advantage.

Based on the latest hardware and software innovations 
from Intel, combined with familiar and trusted virtualization 
technologies from VMware, the Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics 
Solution is an end-to-end, ready to deploy solution that can 
meet enterprise’s current analytics needs and can easily 
scale to handle the needs of the future.

Find the solution that is right for your organization. 
Contact your Intel representative or visit  
Intel® Select Solutions for VMware vSAN.

Learn More
You may find the following resources helpful:

•	 Deep Learning Reference Stack

•	 2nd Generation Intel® Xeon® Scalable processors

•	 Simplifying Access to SDS Solutions and Private Cloud

•	 Intel® Solid State Drives Data Center Family

•	 Intel® Distribution of OpenVINO™ Toolkit

•	 Intel® Deep Learning Boost

•	 Intel® Framework Optimizations

•	 Intel® Optane™ DC persistent memory

•	 Intel® Select Solutions for VMware vSAN*

•	 VMware vSAN

•	 VMware Cloud Foundation

HCI Offers Many Benefits
VMware’s hyperconverged infrastructure (HCI) provides 
a mix of compute, storage, and management resources 
that run on industry‐standard servers. HCI supports 
a software‐defined environment that can help solve 
today’s IT challenges. The benefits of HCI include:

•	 Simplicity. Tightly-integrated hardware and software 
can eliminate the complexities associated with 
fiber channel networks, purpose-built storage, and 
complex storage array planning—thereby lowering 
operational costs.

•	 Total cost of ownership. A scale-up/scale-out 
architecture with industry-standard servers means 
IT can buy the compute and storage they need now, 
and increase capacity as needed, either by adding 
storage drives to existing nodes (scale-up) or nodes 
to a cluster (scale-out).

•	 Agility. HCI makes it easy to add the latest 
technologies to your infrastructure to improve 
compute, network, or storage performance.

Learn More at VMware TCO Comparison Calculator

https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/products/solutions/select-solutions/cloud/vmware-vsan.html
https://clearlinux.org/stacks/deep-learning-reference-stack
http://www.intel.com/xeonscalable
https://www.intel.com/content/dam/www/public/us/en/documents/brief/vmware-cloud-blocks-brief-updated.pdf
https://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/products/memory-storage/solid-state-drives/data-center-ssds.html
http://software.intel.com/en-us/openvino-toolkit
http://intel.ai/intel-deep-learning-boost
https://www.intel.ai/framework-optimizations/
https://software.intel.com/en-us/persistent-memory?cid=sem&source=sa360&campid=2019_q2_nsg_us_ssgdcms_dcgst_awa_google_text-link_generic_exact_cd_persistentmemory_persistentmemory_X-XXXXX_Google&ad_group=intel_div_idz_us_persistent_memory_persistent+memory&intel_term=Intel+Optane+DC+persistent+memory&sa360id=43700044654076977&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxNyrxqy_4wIVg4vICh13DwzxEAAYASAAEgIqZvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://servermarketinglibrary.intel.com/intel-cloud-block-vsan
http://www.vmware.com/vsan
https://www.vmware.com/products/cloud-foundation.html
https://tco.vmware.com/tcocalculator/
https://tco.vmware.com/tcocalculator/
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Appendix A: Bill of Materials
Table A1 provides the bill of materials for the Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution. Table A2 provides the version numbers for 
the software that is part of the solution. 

The Base configuration consists of four management nodes and four worker nodes. For higher performance you can replace 
the Base worker nodes with the Plus worker nodes. The foundational building block for all nodes is Intel® Select Solutions for 
VMware vSAN* ReadyNodes, with replaced CPU (2nd Generation Intel® Xeon® Scalable processor instead of previous generation).

Table A1. Bill of Materials for the Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution

COMPONENT DESCRIPTION QUANTITY

4+ Management Nodes – VMware NSX-T Virtual Machines (VMs)

Base SKU Intel® Server System VRN2208WFAF82R 1
Mainboard Intel® Server Board S2600WF0R 1
CPU Intel® Xeon® Gold 6230 processor 2
Memory RDIMM 32 GB DDR4-2933 12
Caching Tier Intel® Optane™ SSD DC P4800X Series: 375 GB PCIe* x4 U.2 2
Capacity Tier Intel® SSD DC P4510 Series: 4 TB 2.5” NVMe* U.2 6
Boot Device Intel® SSD D3-S4510 Series: 480 GB (M.2, 80mm) 1
Network Interface Card (NIC) Intel® Ethernet Converged Network Adapter XXV710-DA2 1

4+ Base Worker Nodes

Base SKU Intel® Server System VRN2208WFAF82R 1
Mainboard Intel® Server Board S2600WF0R 1
CPU Intel® Xeon® Gold 6248 processor 2
Memory RDIMM 32 GB DDR4-2933 12
Caching Tier Intel® Optane™ SSD DC P4800X Series: 375 GB PCIe* x4 U.2 2
Capacity Tier Intel® SSD DC P4510 Series: 4 TB 2.5” NVMe* U.2 6
Boot Device Intel® SSD D3-S4510 Series: 480 GB (M.2, 80mm) 1
Network Interface Card (NIC) Intel® Ethernet Converged Network Adapter XXV710-DA2 1

4+ Plus Worker Nodes

Base SKU Intel® Server System VRN2208WFAF83R 1
Mainboard Intel® Server Board S2600WF0R 1 
CPU Intel® Xeon® Platinum 8260 processor 2
Memory RDIMM 32 GB DDR4-2666 24 
Caching Tier Intel® Optane™ SSD DC P4800X Series: 375 GB PCIe* x4 U.2 4
Capacity Tier Intel® SSD DC P4510 Series: 4 TB 2.5” NVMe* U.2 12 
Boot Device Intel® SSD D3-S4510 Series: 480 GB (M.2, 80mm) 1
Network Interface Card (NIC) Intel® Ethernet Converged Network Adapter XXV710-DA2 1

Table A2. Software Components of the Hybrid Cloud Data Analytics Solution

Component Version

VMware Cloud Foundation* 3.8
Cloud Builder VM 2.1.0.0
VMware ESXi* hypervisor ESXi670-201906002
VMware vSAN* 6.7 Express Patch 10
VMware NSX Data Center* for vSphere* 6.4.5
VMware NSX-T Data Center* 2.4.1
VMware vCenter* Server Appliance 6.7 Update 2c
VMware SDDC Manager* 3.8
VMware vRealize* Suite Lifecycle Manager 2.1 Patch 1
VMware Enterprise PKS* 1.4.1
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512 GB addressable memory (256 GB/socket) - 12 x 16 GB DDR4 2666 MHz plus 4x 128 GB Intel Optane DC persistent memory modules 
(T1 interleaved); 1x Intel® SSD D5-P4320 Series (7.6 TB, 2.5 in.); 10 GbE Intel® X520 network interface card. VDI VM configuration (for both 
DRAM-only and Intel Optane DC persistent memory configurations): OS = Microsoft Windows* 10 Enterprise (version 1803, OS build 
17134.1; number of vCPU cores = 4; memory capacity = 12 GB; VMDK size = 32 GB (thick-provisioned lazy zeroed); paging file size = 12 GB; 
software installed = Google Chrome* (version 73.0.3683.103, Official Build, 64-bit and Microsoft Office* Professional Plus 2013.

12	See endnote 8.
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